My Three Years in America

REPORT IN CIPHER
" In reply to Order A. 56.
" Rye, isth July, 1916,
" The inactivity of Mr. Wilson, who has only one thought,
re-election, is due in the first place to the fact that no pressure
is being put upon him by American public opinion to take action
with regard to England. It is obvious that conditions here
are not favourable to such action. Those American circles
which are suffering financial losses as a result of the English
blockade, have no weight in face of the tremendous stream of
gold which our enemies have poured lavishly over this country,
not haggling over details, and conniving at * graft/ For the
rest, Mr. Wilson's train of thought with regard to action in
respect of England practically coincides with that expressed by
Your Excellency. He does not think at present that it is likely
to meet with any success, as he has no means of bringing pressure
to bear. No one would take him seriously if he threatened
England with war.
** The position is quite different with the President's well-
known anxiety to bring about peace in Europe. In this matter
he now has the whole of American public opinion behind him*
He also believes that, after the expected failure of their present
offensives, our enemies will be ready to open peace negotia-
tions. If this assumption proves unfounded, and our enemies
reject an American invitation on these lines, the main question
dealt with in Your Excellency's instructions to me will be settled,
Meanwhile, he is sure to make an attempt to negotiate peace,
if only for election purposes. I therefore venture to request
Your Excellency to cable me further brief instructions as to
how I am to interpret the words c more concrete form of media-
tion plans/ and ' positive proposal of mediation/ I am assum-
ing that the main part of my respectful reports will only reach
Your Excellency at the same time as this. Therefore, Mr,
Getard, when Your Excellency spoke with him at the begin-
ni&g of May, on the question of mediation, would not have
teoeivecl detailed instructions as to the President's intentions*
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